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ABSTRACT : 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To irradiate key caps by a proper amount of light with low 
electric power consumption, to endure long term continuous clicking movement, and to 
avoid disconnection of wire and discontinuity, by preventing deformation of an EL sheet 
due to depressing. 

SOLUTION: This membrane switch comprises a switch substrate 6 on which switch 
electrodes 61 and switch circuit patterns 62 are formed, a keyboard 1 provided with 
keycaps 1 1 in the positions corresponding to the switch electrodes 61 , and an EL sheet 2 
sandwiched between the switch substrate 6 and the keyboard 1 and having light emitting 
parts 21 made of the EL. The light emitting parts 21 of the EL sheet 2 are individually 
arranged correspondingly to the respective keycaps 1 1 , and slits 25 are formed around 
the light emitting parts 21 so as to follow the outlines of the light emitting parts 21 . Start 
points and end points of the slits 25 are bent at the bases of electrode lines 24 led out of 
the light emitting parts 21 , then they are extended and formed parallel along the periphery 
of the electrode lines 24. 
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